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WHAT'S WRONG WITH
ANGLO-ISRAELISM?
One of the most fantastic, most amusing, and yet most
tragic misinterpretations of the Word of God which has
ever been imposed upon the minds of Christian people
is that of Anglo-Israelism, or British-Israelism. It is called
by other names as well, such as Celto-Saxons, Destiny of
America, Anglo-Saxon Federation of America, Kingdom
Message, etc. but is best known in the United States as
Anglo-Israelism. This absurd system is built around the
central theme of a supposed identification of the sup
posedly lost ten tribes of Israel with the Anglo-Saxon peo
ples. In an attempt to answer the question, "Who and
where are the lost ten tribes?" the founders and leaders
of this sect have included practically everything, from the
throne of David to the Great Pyramid of Egypt, from the
prophet Jeremiah to the American flag, from the British
coronation stone to the harp "that hung in Tara's hall"!
One could ignore this cult as a harmless group of fanatics
if it were not for the fact that already an estimated two
millions of people have embraced their teachings, and
they are invading Protestant churches everywhere and
leading children of God-particularly those of British des
cent-along dark labyrinths of twisted, heretical thinking.
Not only have they violated every accepted rule of
geography, history, philology, physiology and ethnology
with their fables and their fancies, but they have "wrong3

ly divided" the word of truth, and it is our responsibility
as teachers of the Word to warn men and women not to
give heed to these "cunningly devised fables," but to
search the Scriptures and to bring these doctrines under
the lens of Holy Writ.
ORIGIN

It is quite generally agreed among scholars that Anglo
Israelism originated in the imagination of a very eccentric
Briton named Richard Brothers, who bestowed upon him
self the high-sounding title of "Nephew of the Almighty."
In 1794 he wrote a book entitled "Revealed Knowledge"
in which he declared that he was a descendant of David,
and that on November 19, 1795, he would be revealed as
the "Prince of the Hebrews." Somehow this did not
come off, but, nothing deterred, he put out another book
with the lengthy title, "Correct Account of the Invasion
of England by the Saxons, showing the English Nation to
be Descendants of the Lost Ten Tribes." This volume
contained the basic teachings held by Anglo-Israelites to
this day. Other writings came from his pen, and al
though finally confined in a madhouse, he had a con
siderable following. Unfortunately, when he died in
1824, his wild, unscriptural notions did not perish with
him, but were developed and elaborated upon by others
and are propagated to this day.
As might be expected, Anglo-Israelites disown Brothers now, but the record is there for all to see. In fact,
one adherent of this sect has stated of their origin: "We
could say that Abraham, Moses, David, Isaiah and Jere
miah were the earliest apostles of this truth, that the
Apostle Paul was one of its keenest thinkers, and that
the place of its origin was Palestine instead of England"!
They might "say" it-but the burden of proof lies upon

them, and so far they have not come up with any evidence
that can be accepted by any reliable historian.
Brothers was followed by J. Wilson, who in 1845
wrote "Our Israelitish Origin," by W. Carpenter with
"Israelites Found"; and with F.R.A. Glover with "Eng
land, the Remnant of Judah." Then the Pyramid theory,
the attempt to prove that early Britons built "the stone
Bible" as they called the Great Pyramid, was added by
one C. Piazzi Smith, an eminent Scotch astronomer. He
set forth his views in a book entitled, "Our Inheritance
in the Great Pyramid."
But Anglo-Israelism did not actually catch on until
Edward Hine published his book, "47 Identifications of
the British Nation with Lost Israel," in London, in 1871,
and propagated the sect through two magazines, The
Nation's Leader and Life from the Dead. Over a quar
ter million copies of his book were sold and by 1880 Anglo
Israelism had actually crossed the ocean to the "Amer
ican cousins." Here A. G. W. Greenwood with his maga
zine, Heir of the World, and a Rev. W. H. Poole of De
troit, Michigan with his book, "Anglo-Israel or the Saxon
Race, proved to be the Lost Tribes of Israel" got a hear
ing among Americans of British descent. Their appeal
to Americans was based upon the claim that Americans
and Britons were intimately connected, Great Britain be
ing Ephraim and the United States Manasseh!
In 1920 a Howard B. Rand, manager of a construction
company in Haverhill, Massachusetts, began to preach the
"Kingdom Message" to a sma ll group of Anglo-Israelites
and later put out an American Anglo-Israelite publica
tion, first entitled The Bu lletin, then The M essage of the
Covenant, but which is now known as Destiny, an at
tractive journal with a handsome "slick" cover. It may
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be considered an official publication; the inside back
cover contains "Credendum" which is a condensed state
ment of Anglo-Israelite views. Rand has had his ups
and-downs but is considered by most Anglo-Israelites as
their leader. He wrote a book of "theology" for Anglo
Israelism entitled "The Pattern of History" which is ac
cepted generally by the adherents of the sect, and is a sort
of textbook.
LATER

HISTORY

As one takes a look at the Anglo-Israel picture in the
United States today, he is struck with the fact that there
are all kinds of personalities in its leadership and all
shades of creeds going by this name. In some cases, some
views of other cults such as Unity and Seventh-day Ad
ventism have been incorporated in the Anglo-Israel teach
ing. In other instances, Anti-Semitism has played a part
in the message they have proclaimed, although hatred for
the Jews is not actually a part of their original teaching.
Anglo-Israelism came to public attention some years
ago when the well-known British-American radio commen
tator, Boake Carter, was persuaded to embrace its teach
ing, and to give public testimony to his "conversion."
But Rand and others pushed him a little too far, and
when they refused to allow him to include the real Jews
in the kingdom scheme, he threw the whole thing overboard, declaring that it was undemocratic unAmerican,
anti-Semitic and unscriptural!
The sect is strong in Canada and from Vancouver
has made inroads upon Northwestern United States. E. J.
Springett, the Dominion Commissioner of the British-World
Federation of Canada died in 1955 and Mr. Rand's typical
Anglo-Israelite comment was that "A great prince had fallen
in Israel." One of the most impressive churches of the An6

glo-Israelites is Bethel Temple in Spokane of whom Alexan
der Schiffner, publisher of Prophetic News Herald, is pastor.
Conrad Gaard is their leader in Tacoma with an extensive
radio ministry; H. M. Greene and Hugh G. Krum in Port
land; in California Wesley Swift of the Great Pyramid Club,
and the Anglo-Saxon Christian Congregation. There are
also Goodyear, Robertson Orr of Long Beach, and W. B.
Record; and there was Clem Davies who died in 1952.
At Atascadero, California, there is a strong Anglo-Israel
ite establishment under William Kullgren who publishes
Beacon Light Herald, and in Pasadena a Herbert Armstrong with a hodge-podge of various cults has a school
and a radio ministry. Joe Jeffers who some years ago
filled the Los Angeles papers with scandals and finally
landed in federal prison, is now holding forth at Sarasota,
Florida with his "Kingdom of Yahweh." In fact, Florida
has a large aggregation of Anglo-Israelites among whom a
great variety of views and methods exist. There is the
Kingdom Bible Seminary in St. Petersburg, Florida, headed
by C. Lewis Fowler. There are Forsythe of Tennessee;
Royall of South Carolina; Otis B. Read Jr. pastor of the
Open Bible Church in Baltimore; James A. Lovell of
Ft. Worth, who publishes Kingdom Digest; the very fanatical Marilyn Allen of Salt Lake; Millard J. Flenner
with his radio program, "The New World Coming" of
Dayton, Ohio; Robert B. Record, leader in Chicago; and
of course, Gerald H. K. Smith. They vary from rather
mild and mediocre pastors of little groups to rabble rous
ers and hate peddlers. There is actually very little unity
among them for each Anglo-Israelite leader who has the
"gift for gab" seems to go off on some kind of a tangent,
in addition to his "Kingdom message" preaching.
It is difficult to determine whether they are actually

7

growing or not in the United States. A leader flourishes
for a while, and then the work folds up. A magazine is
begun, and soon it is out of print. But it is obvious that
wherever they have gone, they have brought confusion
into the ranks of professing Christians. They have no
real ministry to the unsaved. The peculiar, limited British
American message cannot reach people in general. Rand
in his magazine Destiny admits: "Sometimes the objection
is raised that, because we stress the Gospel of the King
dom, we have failed to recognize the part personal sal
vation plays in the redemption plan of God. While
Destiny magazine does not give specific attention to the
Kingdom evangel, this is by no means an indication that
the Gospel of salvation is relegated to a lesser position."
This is Mr. Rand's claim, but I cannot find in their litera
ture or in their radio messages any clear Gospel message.
They do not win souls to Christ nor do they teach their
"converts" to become soul winners. When the Lord Jesus
Christ spoke to Nicodemus in the words, "Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God," He
was not referring to membership in the kingdom of Israel
of which Nicodemus was already a member. Nor was
He referring to a British kingdom, American citizenship,
or any other earthly realm. Only those Britons, Canadians,
and Americans, who accept the Lord Jesus Christ as their
personal Saviour will ever have any part in that heavenly.
kingdom, which the Father has prepared for those who
love His Son. John the Apostle wrote: "But as many
as received Him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:
"Which were born, not of blood, (even if English, Irish,
Welsh, Scotch) nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God" (John 1:12-13). And I say
8

this, as an Australian-born, naturalized American, who
has been born from above by the matchless grace of God!
Now we will examine the actual teachings of Anglo
Israelism in the light of the Word of God, comparing the
words of men with "Thus Saith the Lord," which is our
only authority.
General Statement of Anglo-Israelite Views:
In propounding their theory, the Anglo-Israelites de
clare that with the first captivity, the members of the ten,
tribes of Israel (the northern kingdom) were carried into
the valley of the great river of the Assyrians. Later a
second expedition made captives the Southern kingdom,
Judah. But this is the point where they begin to speculate and form their own "history." They state that only
the victims of the latter captivity (that is, Judah) were
returned to Palestine, and that these were the only tribes
in Palestine at the time of the Lord's earthly ministry,
and consequently they alone were responsible for the
crucifixion of Christ. These are the Jews.
The other tribes (Northern Kingdom) completely
regained their freedom from Assyria, they claim, preserved
their identity as they moved, and gave their names (that
is, tribal names) to the cities which they founded and
rivers which they crossed.
They say in all seriousness that the tribe of Dan, for
instance, gave its name to the DANube, DarDANelles,
and to DANmark, and a city in Britain called DANelagh.
How it happened that Dan was the only tribe thus leav
ing its mark they do not explain. The United States is
brought into the picture as "relatives" of Great Britian;
they call Great Britain Ephraim and United States Man
asseh. Just an ocean trip made that change!
9

Statement of Anglo-Israelite Creed
Some years ago, the magazine Biblical Truth for
Bereans contained the following tenets of Anglo-Israelism,
as stated by the "Anglo-Saxon Federation of America,"
in Haverhill, Mass.:
"1. The Bible does not state or infer that the Jews
are God's chosen people. Judah and Israel are entirely
distinct and separate entities. II Chronicle 11.
"2. The Bible made these prophecies and recorded
these facts concerning Israel and the Jews. Israel was to
find an island home and be moved no more. The Jews
were to be strangers in all lands. Israel was to constitute
a kingdom but the Jews were never to be a nation, until
reunited with Israel. Jews were to remain under the law
and Old Covenant, whereas Israel was to be a Christian
people.
"3. Israel had nothing to do with the crucifixion of
our Lord, not being in the land, except Benjamin, who
accepted Him.
"4. 'Ephraim' is England and 'Manasseh' represents
the United States. Manasseh was the thirteenth tribe, and
that accounts for the discovery of America on October 13,
1492; and the following 'thirteens' in American history:
Thirteen colonies; 13 bars and 13 stars (flag); 13 letters
in 'E Pluribus Unum' and 13 feathers, 13 olives, and 13
arrows on American coins. First American navy, 13 ships,
Cornerstone of White House laid October 13, 1792. The
13th amendment abolished slavery. General Pershing born
September 13, 1860 and arrived in France for participa
tion in the World war June 13, 1917. The first letter in
Manasseh is the 13th both in English and Hebrew lan
guages. Herbert Hoover and Charles Curtis each had 13
letters in their names.
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"5. The Celtic-Anglo-Saxons are Israel, the chosen
people of God. The British Isle inhabitants are descend
ants among others, from the tribes of Saxons (Isaac's
sons), the Danes of Dan, the Jutes of Judah, the Fresians,
the Picts, and the Scots, and Normans of Benjamin.
"6. 'Brith' in Hebrew means 'covenant'; therefore,
we have Britain, 'covenant law', British the 'covenant
man', Brittania 'covenant ships'. 'Brittania rules the
waves', controlling the English Channel, Gibraltar, Singa
pore, Shanghai, Hong Kong, the Suez Canal, Malta, Aden,
and other gates and stations. America controls practically
all of the remaining gates. This, all in fulfillment of
Genesis 22:17, 'thy [Abraham's] seed shall possess the
gate of his enemies' (Read Isaiah 14:1 to 8).
"The Anglo-Saxons are 'Christianized Israel' and are
fulfilling Isaiah 49:7: 'I will also give thee for a light to
the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the
end of the earth.' The Church is the priesthood of the
nation.
"In 1776 A.D. the Lord divided Israel into two na
tions, so that God's promises to both Ephraim and Man
asseh might be realized.
"7. When General Allenby, the British soldier, drove
the Turks out of Palestine and took possession of that
land, the British were the children of Israel from the
north and all lands returning to the land given to their
fathers by God, in fulfillment of Jeremiah 23:7 and 8.
"During the centuries before this return of Israel (the
Anglo-Saxons) to Palestine, God has fulfilled Ezekiel 20:33
to 35, bringing scattered Israel with a mighty hand out of
countries into the wilderness (Great Britain) and the
wilderness was to blossom like a rose, and be the place
prepared of God where Israel should be nourished. And
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there Israel was to fulfill Deuteronomy 32:13, and be the
lion lifting himself up with the strength of the unicorn-as a great Lion. Numbers 23:24, 24:9.
"8. In this latter day the New Covenant is first for
the Anglo-Saxon Israelites. As under the Old Covenant,
strangers and sojourners can become Israelites, members
of the kingdom nation (Britain) and partaker of its bene
fits. These partakers are grafted into the Israel stock for
kingdom benefits. Every Anglo-Saxon who complies with
the law is recovenanted to God. The law has not been
set aside, only the form of circumcision. The punish
ment of those refusing to comply with this law shall be
destruction.
"The present failure of Anglo-Saxons and Americans
to recognize Great Britain as the kingdom of Israel is
responsible for the present misery and suffering in the
two lands. Israel's time of punishment foretold in Daniel
4:23 and 32 'seven times' has expired. 'Seven times' was
a period of 360 weeks, or 2520 years. Adding 2520 years
to the time of Judah's captivity, about 600 B.C., we come
to about 1920 A.D. One of the chief speakers for the
Anglo-Israelites declares the Lord will come for His
Church September 16th, of the year (1936).
"9. Only Spirit-filled Christians will be saved from
the great time of trouble. The rest of the Church and all
Israel (Britons) will survive until Jesus' feet stand on the
mount of Olives to save His people from destruction, in
fulfillment of Zechariah 14:1 to 3 (Howard B. Rand).
The wise virgins of Matthew 25 are the Spirit-filled Church
members who will be raptured. These will know in advance the arrival of the day of their removal. This will
include only a few.
"10. (Rev. Wm. P. Goard). The throne of David
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has come down to Great Britain through a clear line of
descent and therefore the fulfillment of God's promise
that David's throne would endure forever. Great Britain
and America, Ephraim and Manasseh (who are to render
willing obedience) are preparing the way for the com
ing of the King. The house of David, removed from
Jerusalem in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, was brought to
Ireland by Jeremiah the prophet in the person of Tamar
Tephi, thus establishing the present line of descent. The
Ten Tribes came from Assyria to Europe, thence to the
British Isles to be joined to the house of David, God's
Jehovah throne was established in the midst of His king
dom, Modern Israel, or Britain. An ancient King of Ire
land was married to a Jewish Princess from the East and
their coronation was on Jacob's stone, and the royal house
of Britain descended from that union.
"The present King of England, Edward Albert Chris
tian George Andrew Patrick David is the prince descended
from King David, the one hundredth generation from
King David, born 1076 B.C. His name was at the sug
gestion of the Marchioness of Waterford, for said she,
'I believe he will be David your prince foretold by the
prophet, under whom we shall repossess the holy land.'
The royal mother replied, 'Baby is called David.' The
present King David is on the throne and Ezekiel 37:34 is
fulfilled."
"11. According to Daniel 2:44 and 45, a Stone is to
come from heaven, smite all other kingdoms, become a
mountain and fill the whole earth. This Stone kingdom
is to stand forever, Israel is to stand forever, Jeremiah
31:35, 36. Therefore, Great Britain is the Stone King
dom, the forever Israel. To prove this, there are two
emblematic stones, the little stone in Britain's possession

and the big stone, the pyramid of Egypt. This stone in
Egypt is the altar of Isaiah 19:19 and 20, God's witness.
"The little stone now occupies the chief seat in the
kingdom, the coronation chair at Westminster Abbey. The
Kings of the House of David have been crowned upon
this stone. During the past 130 years the Kingdom of
Great Britain has expanded into the mountain and the
emblematic big stone, the pyramid, is God's witness to
Great Britain's claim.
"The Anglo-Israelites decide much by the structure
and measurements of the pyramid. They say 'When the
time arrived for the Kingdom to grow into a mountain,
God revealed a mountain of stone as a witness to the
Kingdom people. Cutting the pyramid open from north
to south, the diagram of the passages gives a chronological
history of Israel and Judah.' There is recorded that the
transfer of the Kingdom activities was from Judah to
Israel, because the Jews, and not Israel, crucified Christ.
Even the very time of Britain's ultimatum to Germany
and the Anglo-Saxon's entrance into the World War in
1914, is told of the pyramid measurements, midnight
August 4 that was the beginning of Jacob's trouble in
fulfillment according to Jeremiah 30:7."
HOWDO ANGLO-ISRAELITES SUPPORT THEIR THEORIES?
Because there is no historical and Scriptural founda
tion for these claims, Anglo-Israelism is forced to appeal
to legends, traditions, and folk-lore for evidence to sup
port the foregoing statements and to obtain sufficient
basis for their theory. For instance, they claim that hun
dreds of years before Christ, Jeremiah and a daughter of
Zedekiah sailed for Ireland where the girl married a mem
ber of the tribe of Dan, who was the King of Ireland. In
14

this way the present reigning house of England was es
tablished.
ANGLO-ISRAELITES

AND

JEWS

The question naturally rises, If England and the
United States are the ten tribes, who are the Jews and
what is to be their destiny? According to Anglo-Israel
ism, the Jews are descendants of Judah, and since this
(they claim) was the only tribe in Palestine at the time
of the crucifixion, they alone are responsible for the death
of the Son of God. Consequently, the curse of God rests
upon them, whereas, the ten tribes-or British-Israel, have
no blame attached to them. Of course, the fact is the
Romans and the Jews crucified the Lord and the whole
world is guilty of His death. All the promises to Israel
Anglo-Israelites have appropriated and all the curses are
conveniently passed on to the Jews.
Actually, the Anglo-Israelites claim that there were
no Jews until about two hundred years after David. If
the descendants of Jacob were not Jews when they entered
the land of promise, what made them Jews centuries later?
They claim, "Jesus was not a Jew; David was not a Jew"
but both David and Jesus were from the lineage of Judah,
and the Judeans were called "Jews." "As concerning the
flesh" Jesus was a Jew (Rom. 9:1-4.) When Jesus was
asked by Pilate if He were "King of the Jews" He re
plied, "Thou sayest." (Matt. 27:11). This was equiv
alent to "Yes." In fact, Weymouth translates this: "I am
their king."
This is the way one of the Anglo-Israelite writers ex
plains it: "It may be recalled that Ephraim, the younger
son of Joseph, was marked out for leadership over his
united brethren of the nine other tribes, which, with his
own, constituted the house of Israel, just as our nation,
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composed of English, Scotch, Welsh and Northern Irish,
is sometimes known by the common name of one of its
constituent parts, 'the English,' so the name Ephraim is
sometimes found in prophecy to denote the house of Israel.
Prophecy further shows that eventually the tribe of Man
asseh would separate from the rest of the ten tribes and
become a contemporary nation. In searching for the
present-day descendants of the house of Israel, then, as
distinct from the house of Judah, we have to find a peo
ple split into two independent nations similar to, and
yet wholly independent of, each other-'a nation and a
company of nations'-Ephraim-Israel (Gen. 35:11; 48:19)
and a 'great people' Manasseh-Israel (Gen. 48:19). The
only nations in the world answering this description are
Great Britain and the U. S."-"The Great Tribulation,"
by J. Bernard Nicklin.
RECOURSE

TO THE

APOCRYPHA

Because there is no Scripture to support the Anglo
Israelite theories, the sect has adopted the methods em
ployed by Roman Catholicism and has appealed to the
Apocryphal books for support of their teachings. They
are indeed hard pressed for evidence when they must do
this for these apocryphal books are not reliable; they do
not claim inspiration. The Jews never accepted them as
part of the Jewish canon. The Lord Jesus Christ never
quoted from them.
The favorite passage of the Anglo-Israelites is II Esdras
13:40-45:
"Those are the ten tribes, which were carried away
prisoners out of their own land in the time of Osea the
king, whom Salmanasar the King of Assyria led away cap
tive, and he carried them over the waters, and so came
16

they into another land. But they took this counsel
among themselves, that they would leave the multitude
of the heathen, and go forth into a further country, where
never mankind dwelt, that there they might keep
their statutes, which they never kept in their own land. And
they entered into Euphrates by the narrow passages of the
river. For the Most High then shewed signs for them, and
held still the flood, till they were passed over. For through
that country there was a great way to go, namely, of a
year and a half: and the same region is called Arsareth."
These theorists continue by stating that the former
King of England, Edward VIII, was the descendant of
David, and heir to David's throne. They enlarged upon
the fact that one of his names was David, ignoring Edward,
Albert, Christian, George, Andrew and Patrick, his other
names. The name David was given him, the Anglo-Is
raelites declared, because the Marchioness of Waterford
prophesied that he would be "David your king" and that
in him Ezekiel 37:25 and 34:23 would be fulfilled.
Before he came to the throne, it was prophesied that he
would bring in the British millennium! Of course, he
took the name of Edward VIII instead of David, and so
that bubble burst! Then followed the tragic abdication
of his responsibility to his country for the sake of a twice
divorced woman. In the January 1956 issue of the Anglo
Israelite publication Destiny this abdication is referred to,
and Princess Margaret is given great praise for placing
the traditions of the throne of England before her per
sonal desires in her recent refusal to marry Peter Town
send.
This article quotes a comment from the Chicago Daily
Tribune of November 2, 1955 which reads as follows: "To
Americans the whole business of royalty is so much ex-
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pensive nonsense, but it would be remarkable indeed if a
royal princess should take so rational a view of the mat
ter. She has been brought up since earliest childhood to
believe that a great deal more depends upon the royal
succession and the behaviour of the royal family than, in
fact, does."
I was very interested in the Anglo-Israelite editor, Mr.
Rand's comment upon this comment: "Had the editor said,
'to uninformed Americans', his comment might apply. But
for those who know the true history and background, as well
as the significance, of the throne established in the Isles,
whether they are Americans or citizens of the British Com
monwealth, there is profound meaning in the history of
that throne, as exemplified particularly by the regalia and
ceremonies accompanying a coronation ceremony. No
other throne on the face of the whole earth occupies the
place reserved for this throne, for it is the Throne of
David set among God's people Israel."
There follows the usual quotation of Scriptures stolen
from the Jewish people and applied to Great Britain.
One of the verses thus misused is Genesis 22:17: "That
in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will
multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the
sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall
possess the gate of his enemies."
This is applied to all the "gates" of the world which
are or have been possessed by Great Britain: Heligoland,
Gibraltar, Malta, Suez, Aden, etc. But in this text, as
with many others, Anglo-Israelism is not only cheating the
true Israel, but the Lord Jesus Christ as well. For He is
the Seed here promised.
Paul, in commenting upon this verse in Genesis,
states: "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises
18

made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of
one, And to thy seed, which is Christ." It is in Him, and
not in the British nation, that all nations of the earth
are to be blessed. He shall be the King of kings, and
Lord of lords, and it is His dominion which "shall be
from sea even unto sea and from the river even unto the
ends of the earth" (Zech. 9:10).
"And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will
make nations of thee, and kings shall come out of thee."
Great stress is laid upon the statement that Abraham
was to be a father of many nations. These prophecies
refer to the Millennial age when nations shall be brought
to the Lord-the sheep nations of Matthew, chapter 25.
True Israel will be the instrument in the hands of God
in their conversion. But Anglo-Israelism applies this
prophecy to the company of nations which comprise the
British Empire.
Other texts the Anglo-Israelites misapply are Isaiah
27:6 and 35:1, 2:
"He shall cause them that come of Jacob to take
root: Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the
world with fruit.
"The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad
for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the
rose.
"It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with
joy and singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given unto
it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, they shall see
the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God."
Commenting on these verses, Anglo-Israelism says,
"Israel had to colonize barren land, establish the earth,
thereby causing the desert to blossom like the rose. This
is the achievement which the Anglo-Saxons have accom19

plished with signal success." The Anglo-Israelite commen
tator, like the rest of this cult, twists the statement from
its context, which clearly shows that the prophecy will be
fulfilled "in that day", referring to the millennial glory.
At this time verse 12 of Isaiah 27 will also be fulfilled:
"And ye shall be gathered one by one, O ye children of
Israel."
The Anglo-Israel commentator makes no comment
concerning this verse, because he knows that it does not
apply to the British nation, for when were they ever
gathered one by one? This will be true of Israel only,
as the Scripture makes clear.
Two other verses wrenched from the context and applied to the Anglo-Saxon race are Deuteronomy 8:18 and
28:12:
"But thou shalt remember the Lord thy God; for it
is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, that he may
establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as
it is this day.
"The Lord shall open unto thee his good treasure,
the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in his season,
and to bless all the work of thine hand: and thou shalt
lend unto many nations, and thou shalt not borrow."
These words are supposed to be fulfilled in the Anglo
Saxon race, the members of which are recognized as the
world's greatest bankers, lending to many nations, and
borrowing from none! We shall not mention the war
debts of the Anglo-Saxons, for that would be too embarrass
ing. We ask only for a careful reading of the text,
which reveals that the statement refers to Israel in the
land, and not to the British.
"The Lord shall make thee plenteous in goods, in
the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and
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in the fruit of thy ground, in the land which the Lord
sware unto thy fathers to give thee."
Then follows the verse which we have previously
quoted containing the promise of rain, and blessing on
their work, and the statement about lending and not
having to borrow.
ANGLO-ISRAEL PHILOLOGY

A word should be said concerning the philogical and,
ethnological claims which have been advanced in support
of this theory. It is asserted that the word British is
derived from two Hebrew words: brith, meaning covenant;
and ish, meaning man, thus making British mean the
covenant man. Every Britisher, according to them, is a
Brithish. A careful study of the Hebrew language, under
the guidance of a real Hebrew scholar, will show the error
in such translations. David Baron, the great Hebrew
scholar, said, "This suggestion of the word British's be
ing derived from the two words Brith and ish deserves no
other characterization than childish."
The British Isles were originally called Barantanic,
which means tin islands because great quantities of tin
came from England's mines in Cornwall. The word
British is a derivation from this word.
Still more ridiculous is the explanation that the word
Saxon is also Hebrew and that it means Isaac's sons. The
Anglo-Israelites claim that each Britisher is an Isaac son.
Of this absurdity one outstanding Hebrew scholar
has written: "Anyone claiming correspondence between
the Hebrew term Isaac's son and Saxon is woefully ignor
ant of the Hebrew. Isaac in Hebrew is Yitshok, and son
is ben. Isaac's son is Ben Yitshok. A religious system
that seeks to justify its claims by an appeal to resemblances
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in words of different languages succeeds only in displaying
the poverty of its proofs."
The Jewish Encyclopedia of 1901, Vol. I, has this to
say in regard to the Anglo-Israelites:
"Altogether, by the application of wild guesswork
about historical origins and philological analogies, and
by a slavishly literal interpretation of selected phases of
prophecy, a case was made out for the identification of the
British race with the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel sufficient
to satisfy uncritical persons desirous of finding their pride
of race confirmed by Holy Scripture. The whole theory
rests upon an identification of the world 'isles' in the
English version of the Bible unjustified by modem phil
ology, which identifies the original word with 'coasts' or
'distant lands' without any implication of their being sur
rounded by the sea. Modern ethnography does not con
firm in any way the identification of the Irish with a
Semitic people; while the English can be traced back to
the Scandinavians of whom there is no trace in Mesopo
tamia at any period of history. English is a branch of the
Aryan stock of languages, and has no connection with
Hebrew."
Here are some of the attempts on the part of the
Anglo-Israelites to force the Hebrew words into the Eng
lish language: from bar, meaning son, they concoct "bairn";
from peri, fruit, "berry"; from quiton, garment, "kitten";
from kol, voice, "call"; from rosh, head, "rush"; from esh,
fire, "yes". It is not even good transliteration, not to
speak of translation from one language to another.
U. H. Parker, professor of Hebrew at McMaster Uni
versity, Hamilton, Ontario, declared: "As a matter of
fact, there are hardly more than two dozen words, ex
clusive of Bible names, in the English vocabulary, which
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can be traced to Hebrew roots. For several years I have
repeatedly defied all and sundry to find fifty words in the
Oxford dictionary, and have had no takers. Nearly every
one of the handful of Hebrew words we do have, came to
us via the Greeks, and might more reasonably be credited
to the Phoenicians than to the Hebrews."
And again I quote from David Baron: "The sup
posed ethnological and philological proofs for the British
Israel theory have been again and again demolished by
competent authorities. Thus Professor Rawlinson com
menting on Hine's 'Identifications' said that the pamphlet
was not calculated to produce the slightest effect on
the opinion of those competent to form one. 'Such ef
fect as it may have can only be on the ignorant and un
learned,' stated Mr. Rawlinson, 'on those who are un
aware of the absolute and entire diversity in language,
physical type, religious opinions, and manners and cus
toms, between the Israelites and the various races from
whom the English can be shown historically to be des
cended.' As a matter of fact, there is as little proof that
the Anglo-Saxons are the Saae, or Scythians, as that the
Saae are Israelites. The 'Scriptural identifications' with
which the Anglo-Israel literature abound, turn out on
examination to be mere verbal, and sometimes, very child
ish quibblings on the English letter, depending for their
success on the reader's ignorance of Hebrew exegesis."
THE PYRAMID

STORY

The Pyramidology of Anglo-Israelism is one of its
weirdest angles and is responsible for leading many people
into darkness. The Anglo-Israelites claim to see in the
Great Pyramid of Gizeh, Egypt the whole plan of the
ages, particularly with regard to the British nation and

its future as the kingdom of Israel. They call this Egyptian
monument a "Bible in stone", "The Lord's Pillar", "The
Stone of Witness", and they decipher its "message" through
the passages, chambers, measurements and form. The
Scripture on which they base their assumption that the
Pyramid was to hold such an important place in their
history is Isaiah 19:19-20: "In that day shall there be an
altar unto the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt,
and a pillar at the border thereof to the Lord. And it
shall be for a sign and for a witness unto the Lord of
hosts in the land of Egypt ..." This is a long and compli
cated theory and we cannot take time or space to go into
it, but here is a quotation from an Anglo-Israelite to show
how without rhyme or reason, the application to Jewish
history is made: "Herodotus, the father of history, in
forms us that 100,000 men, relayed every three months,
were employed for 30 years in building the Great Pyramid.
By its own symbolism and measurements the dates of the
completion of the Great Pyramid by the builders is in
dicated to be 2622 B.C. It is therefore at least 1000 years
older than the oldest book of the Bible. That race of
people which used the inch and cubit measure built this
great structure. The inch is the key that unlocks the
mystery and unfolds the glory of mathematics, astonomy,
geodesy, chronology and prophecy of the Pyramid. That
race is the Anglo-Saxon people. The message of the
Great Pyramid is therefore addressed to the English-speak
ing people, to Israel, the Anglo-Saxon race, to the lost
ten tribes especially. The Pyramid was built by the sons
of Seth, the descendants of Adam, and the ancestors of
Enoch, Noah, Terah, Abraham, Jacob, Joseph, the Anglo
Saxon-Celtic race. It covers approximately 14 acres of
ground and each side has an area of 5½ acres. Its name
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signifies 'Urim,' 'Revelation Measures', 'Divine Revela
tions.' " (From "O House of Israel and Thou Judah",
by Anglo-Israelite C. Lewis Fowler, pp. 95-96).
Then this writer goes on to explain that the Pyramid
is divine truth recorded in an unmistakable, scientific
way, God's truth in "structural form," which revealed
"God's eternal purpose and ultimate, glorious outcome of
the divine plan for all mankind." The passages are then
interpreted-the descending passage of the law, the Grotto,
the horizontal passage, the Queen Chambers, Hall of
Judgment, the Open Tomb and the Grand Gallery.
As inches are made to stand for years, the Anglo
Israelites have calculated every event in Jewish (or as
they would claim, British) history by the dimensions of
the Pyramid. For instance, in his book, "The Lost Ten
Tribes" Joseph Wild explains:
"The first ascending passage is 1,542 inches in length.
The time, taking inches for years, from the exodus of
Israel from Egypt to Christ. . . . Christ brings enlarged
liberty. He was symbolized by the ton-the end of the
weight scale. When the fulness of time was come, God
sent forth His Son.' Again, thirty-three inches in this
gallery is an open sepulchre with fifty-six empty graves in
miniature, carved out, telling, again, by a strange coinci
dence, the life years of the Saviour and His resurrection;
also, the number of those who rose immediately after ..."
(p. 242).
A study of Egyptian history and the facts that are
known in regard to the Pyramids brings this whole theory
crashing down but it is amazing how many people will
give credence to fables like this who will not study the
clear and simple teaching of the Scriptures. It is in the
Word of God that we find the light-not in temples of
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stone built by heathen nations-even if they did have a
tape measure!
It is true as stated by Mr. Lamb: "The great tragedy
of British-Israel propaganda is that it has a somewhat
strong appeal to a certain type of patriotic but unconvert
ed people . . . generally ignorant of what is in the Bi
ble. . . . Thus it is that British-Israelism .. . has come to
be accepted as an all-sufficient religion" (p. 88-"Anglo
Israelism-True or False?")
THE CORONATION STONE

Among the many vagaries of the Anglo-Israelites is
one which has to do with the coronation stone of England.
They claim that this stone is the one upon which Jacob
rested his head at Bethel, and that after carrying it
through all his wanderings, at the end of his life's pil
grimage he bequeathed it to one of his sons. Finally, ac
cording to their fictions, it got into Jeremiah's hands, and
he took it with him to Ireland.
Later this stone was taken from Ireland to Scotland
and for centuries the kings of Scotland were crowned
while seated in the chair under which this stone reposed.
From Scotland this remarkable stone journeyed to Eng
land for use in the coronation of her kings and queens
from William the Conqueror on down to the present day.
The Irish branch of "Danites" were given credit for thus
preserving it.
That is a general outline of the legend which they
have accepted and which they solemnly set forth as the
truth.
For instance, in his book, The Destiny of the British
Empire and the United States of America, the Anglo
Israelite Col. W. G. McKendrick, D.S.O. of Toronto,
states:
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"The British coronation chair built around Jacob's
stone which the Bible refers to as the throne of God (i.e.
that is, set up by God), establishes the throne of England
and connects it with David's throne."
Another follower of Anglo-lsraelism, Beverley O.
Kinnear, in his volume, Impending Judgments on the
Earth explains it this way:
"Irish history has it that about 580 B.C. a great
prophet by the name of Ollam Fola, arrived at the court
of Eochiad, king of the Tuatha de Danna, having with
him a beautiful princess from the East by the name of
Tea Tephi; carrying also a remarkable stone and a stand
ard which was a rampant lion. This standard was the
standard of Judah; it is now the standard of Great Britain.
Tephi is a Hebrew word, meaning 'All that is beautiful
among women' [this is an absolute falsehood; the word
for beautiful in Hebrew is yatheh!-L.T.T.] 'Ollam' has
the Hebrew definition of 'holder of secrets'; 'fola' means
'revealer' in Celtic. The name therefore signifies a
prophet....
"He was accompanied by a man named Simon Brech;
Baruch was always with Jeremiah. Lothair Croffin, the
capital of Ireland, was changed then in name to Tara.
'Taura' means the law of the two tables. This prophet
established the Mull Ollamin, or school of the prophets.
The princess was crowned on the stone 'Lia Fail' and
married to Eochiad. 'Fail' is a Hebrew word meaning
wonderful, one of the names of Jehovah. 'Lila' means a
stone. This stone was carried to Scotland (then Scotia
Minor) placed ultimately in Scone Abbey, where it re
mained until carried into England by Edward I, and
fixed finally beneath the coronation chair in Westminster
Abbey....
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"It has always been known by the London populace
as 'Jacob's Pillow,' the stone on which he laid his head
at Luz, and which was always kept in the temple at Jerusalem up to the time of the Babylonian captivity of the
Jews and Benjamin. Here we have, then, a Hebrew princess from whom Queen Victoria is descended; a Hebrew
prophet; Tara, or Taura, a stone with a Hebrew signification of Jehovah; another Hebrew prophet, a school of
the prophets; the standard of Judah, and other Hebrew
words such as 'Jodan Moran' (the Lord our righteous
ness) all introduced into Ireland, over which in 580 B.C.
Dan had supreme possession." (pp. 33-35).
Here we have an example of the lengths to which this
sect will go to prove a point, even to claiming erroneously
that Hebrew words mean this or that! Anyone with a
knowledge of Hebrew can set a person right on the mean
ing of these words in a few minutes and the whole fabri
cation tumbles down. It is not even good transliteration,
not to speak of translation from one language to another.
Another Anglo-Israelite, A. K. Robinson, in a book
entitled "Predestination," calls the coronation stone the
pillar of witness, the stone of destiny, the stone wonder
ful, Jacob's Pillow, and Jacob's Pillar. In this book is
traced by a Rev. A. B. Grimaldi the so-called complete
genealogy of Queen Victoria back to King David the
Psalmist (pp. 132-136).
In his excellent work on Anglo-Israelism, "Anglo
Israelism, True or False?" W. Lamb quotes an Anglo
Israelite named "Professor" Odlum who made this ridicu
lous claim: "The spiritual rock that followed Israel was
Christ. . . . It was God, and not Christ, who went
ahead. . . . The only official house of God, accepted by
God and His chosen people, followed Israel. Hence Christ
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followed, because He was in His house, 'the house of God.'
And it was the proper place for Christ to be. He, the
spiritual rock, was in His rock house of God, viz., with
Jacob's pillar. . . . So in after-ages He could say He was
the rock. He had been the spiritual rock inhabiting the
material rock (God's house for forty years in the wilder
ness). Just as He inhabited the material rock for a long
period of time, so He at the end came to inhabit the
larger and more important Material Rock, the Rock Na
tion of Israel Britain; and He is in this Kingdom, David's
stone kingdom" (p. 178). Mr. Lamb comments on this:
"I can only say that never have I come across error so
absurd and yet so dangerous in its possible implications....
The meaning of all this kind of expression is that the
grim, grey-looking piece of Scotch sandstone which lies
under the Coronation Chair, over there in Westminster
Abbey, is really God's house even now," and he goes on
to explain as all Christians know that the "spiritual Rock"
had nothing to do with Jacob's stone but according to
I Corinthians 10:4 refers to the Lord Jesus Christ Him
self and that the only house of God there is today con
sists of "spiritual stones," each believer in the Lord Jesus!
Christ being a living stone in the church, which is the
body of Christ.
Mr. Lamb states further: "Jacob's stone pillow never
any more has the least actual mention anywhere in all the
rest of the Bible. We certainly do read how, years after
Jacob had returned from Haran, that under Divine di
rection he went and built up a stone altar at Bethel, but
not the faintest mention is there here of the stone pillar
Jacob, long years before, had used for a pillow. Without
the least scrap of either Bible or historic evidence, British
Israelites actually tell mankind that Jacob carried that
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stone with him in all of his wanderings" (pp. 176-177).
A bit of geological evidence from the well-known au
thority, C. F. Davidson, states that there is "no authority
for the view" that this stone originated in Palestine
and that the "whole balance of evidence, there
upon, is in favor of the Stone having been quarried
somewhere in the east of Perthshire, or in southern Scot
land, probably not far from the ancient seat of the Pictish
monarchy at Scone . . . from this study of the Coronation
Stone is seen to agree most closely in lithology with sand
stones of Lower Old Red Sandstone from Scotland." In
other words, it was an ordinary Scotch rock!
LIONS, UNICORNS,

AND EAGLES

The Anglo-Israelites claim that it is not by coinci
dence, but by design, that England adopted the lion and
the unicorn as their symbols. They see in this proof of
their Israelitish origin. They quote Genesis 49:9, "Judah
is a lion's whelp:" and Numbers 24:8, 9: "God brought
him forth out of Egypt: he hath as it were the strength
of a unicorn; he shall eat up the nations his enemies, and
shall break their bones, and pierce them through with his
arrows. He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a
great lion: who shall stir him up? Blessed is he that
blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee," as re
ferring to the British people.
W. H. Poole, in his book, Anglo-Israel, or the Saxon.
Race Proved to be the Lost Tribes of Israel, not only
claims the "unicorns" and "lions" as proofs that Great
Britain is Israel, but also makes reference to the thistle
of Scotland as a symbol of "the cup of salvation," the
shamrock of Ireland as an emblem of the Trinity, and to
the American eagle and the "thirteens" in the American

flag before referred to in my quotation from their state
ment of belief. A verse like this is supposed to describe
Britain as the successor of Israel: "His glory is like the
firstling of his bullock, and his horns are like the horns
of unicorns: with them he shall push the people together
to the ends of the earth: and they are the ten thousands
of Ephraim, and they are the thousands of Manasseh."
(Deut. 33:17). While this was spoken by Jacob to Joseph,
the Anglo-Israelites have taken over these promises for
themselves-that is, Ephraim as Great Britain and Man
asseh, as the United States!
Here is a verse which is supposed to refer to the
standard of the United States, the rapacious eagle: "Thus
saith the Lord God: A great eagle with great wings,
long-winged, full of feathers, which had divers colors,
came unto Lebanon and took the highest branches of the
cedar" (Ezek. 17:3).
In The Kingdom of God, Anglo-Israelite C. W.
Eakley produces this supposed evidence that the United
States is Israel too: "Manasseth was the 13th tribe so to
speak, as Joseph's sons took his place and there were two
of them. The number 13 plays a peculiar part in our
history. . . " Then he goes on to refer to the 13 colonies,
etc.
George L. Rose in his fine book, "Real Israel Versus
Anglo-Israelism" on page 101 calls attention to the fact
that the Anglo-Israelites bring forward such laughable
"proofs" as the fact that the "Jerrys"of Ireland must be
named for Jeremiah, the "Davies" of Scotland for David,
and that the Scottish plaids or kilties remind one of
Joseph's coat of many colors! David's harp too is " the
harp that hung in Tara's hall"! There is really no limit
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to the fancies their imaginations can conjure up in deal
ing with these matters.
JOHN BULL

Not only does Anglo-Israelism "explain" lions, uni
corns, eagles, coronation stones, nicknames, and genealo
gies to its own satisfaction, but it can tell you that
even the name, John Bull, has a Hebrew background! I
did not find they were claiming Uncle Sam as derived from
the prophet Samuel. This is one little fancy they have
overlooked! The Anglo-Israelite Odium stated blandly
that the Hebrew word for bull or bullock was engle from
which of course they derive "England." This just is not
so; the nearest Hebrew word to "engle" is the word egel
which means a steer; the actual word for full is par.
Joseph's crest was a bull, said Odium, and Joseph was
Ephraim, and Ephraim is British-Israel, therefore Ephraim
is John Bull! The bull was worshipped by the ancient
Britons which is further evidence along this line! One
writer has pointed out that the Hindus likewise worship
the bull; why are they not part of Israel?
MORE MISINTERPRETATIONS OF SCRIPTURE

The interpretation given to Numbers 23:9 is strange
indeed:
"For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from
the hills I behold him; lo, the people shall dwell alone,
and shall not be reckoned among the nations."
This utterance made by Balaam is made to mean by
Anglo-Israelism that a portion of Israel (Britain) was to
be an isolated or an inland nation like the British Isles.
This reference cannot apply to Britain, however, be
cause Britain is reckoned among the nations. She was in
the Roman Empire, and is today a member of the United
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Nations. When the Times of the Gentiles close, she will
be found in the Roman Empire Revived. How gullible
people must be when they accept such interpretation of
Scriptures which are so clear in their meaning that com
ment is scarcely needed.
When were the following prophecies ever fulfilled in
the history of Great Britain or the United States?
"And thou shalt become an astonishment, a proverb,
and a byword, among all nations whither the Lord shall
lead thee.
"The stranger that is within thee shall get up above
thee very high; and thou shalt come down very low.
"He shall lend to thee, and thou shalt not lend to
him: he shall be the head, and thou shalt be the tail.
"Therefore thou shalt serve thine enemies which the
Lord shall send against thee, in hunger, and in thirst,
and in nakedness, and in want of all things: and he shall
put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until he have destroyed
thee.
"And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the
flesh of thy sons and daughters, which the Lord hath given
thee, in the siege, and in the straitness, wherewith thine
enemies shall distress thee:
"And ye shall be left few in number, whereas ye were
as the stars of heaven for multitude; because thou would
est not obey the voice of the Lord thy God.
"And the Lord shall scatter thee among all people,
from the one end of the earth even unto the other; and
there shalt thou serve other gods, which neither thou nor
thy fathers have known, even wood and stone.
"And among these nations shalt thou find no ease,
neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the Lord
shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes,

and sorrow of mind" (Deut. 28:37, 43, 44, 48, 53, 62, 64,
65).
Now let us bear in mind that all of this was spoken to
all Israel. Read this chapter carefully, and then read in
your history books the account of the destruction of Jerusalem in the year 70 A.D. You will find there the fulfill
ment of the horrors predicted in this chapter-parents eating the flesh of their children and other unspeakable things.
If you have ever studied the history of Great Britain
and the United States, you know that no such events have
ever occurred in their history. Yet the Anglo-Israelite
insists that the Anglo-Saxons are Israel!
Some of the misinterpretations of the Word of God by
this cult are even more serious than those given, and bor
der on blasphemy. For instance, the glorious Messianic
prophecy in Daniel 2, concerning the stone which was to
be cut out of the mountain "without hands," and which:
smote the image of Nebuchadnezzar, clearly refers to the
Lord Jesus Christ in His coming to set up His kingdom.
Anglo-Israelism makes it mean the British people and
Britain's king. Great Britain, which is one of the Gentile
world kingdoms, and which is to be a part of the ten con
federate kingdoms of the antichrist, is made to be identical
with the throne of God. The British people are said to
be "the saints of the Most High" to whom all the king
doms of the world will be given. Some Anglo-Israelites
have gone so far as to say that the smoke which ascends
from the blazing furnaces and steam engines of London
is identical with the Shekinah glory.
One of the great Messianic prophecies, Romans 11:2526, is supposed to have been fulfilled in that great Anglo
Israelite, Edward Hine to whom we have referred. The
Scripture passage reads:

"For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignor
ant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own
conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, un
til the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel
shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of
Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn ungodliness from Jacob."
An Anglo-Israelite writing in the magazine Life from
the Dead, attributes this great prophecy to this Hine.
Here are his words:
"Are the British people identical with the lost ten
tribes of Israel? And is the nation, by the identity, being
led to glory? If these things are so, then where is the De
liverer? He must already have come out of Sion. He
must be doing his great work. He must be amongst us.
It is our impression that, by the glory of the work of the
identity, we have come to the time of Israel's national sal
vation by the Deliverer out of Sion, and that Deliverer
and Edward Hine are identical."
If the Anglo-Israelites can believe this, they can be
lieve anything!
It would require a greater space than we wish to de
vote to it to explain how extensively the Anglo-Israelites
wrest the Scriptures to make Old Testament prophecies,
which have to do with the millennial reign of our Lord,
fit in with their amazingly idiotic scheme.
THE

DECIDING

QUESTION

Were the twelve tribes of Israel in the land of Pales
tine during the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ,
or were only Jews, members of the tribe of Judah, present
at that time? According to the answer to this question,
the complete theory of Anglo-Israelism stands or falls.
If we can show from Scripture that the twelve tribes,
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or representatives of the twelve tribes, were in Palestine
during the earthly ministry of our Lord, and that not
Judah only, but the whole house of Israel, were gathered
together at the crucifixion of the Messiah; and that not
only Judah, but Ephraim, Manasseh, Napthali, Asher,
Dan, and all of the rest were equally guilty of that crime,
then the system of Anglo-Israelism completely falls apart,
and its utter absurdity is revealed.
WHAT SAITH THE

SCRIPTURES?

We want first to show that hundreds of years before
Christ, shortly after the division of Israel into the North
ern and Southern Kingdoms, large numbers of the people
of the Northern Kingdom immigrated into the Southern
Kingdom, until all of the twelve tribes were to be found
in the Southern Kingdom.
Let us see how this came to pass. After the death of
Solomon, civil war divided the house of Israel into two
kingdoms, Rehoboam becoming the ruler of one, and Jer
oboam of the other. The kingdom of the North retained
the name of Israel, while Judah was the name of the
Southern Kingdom. The Kingdom of Judah had the ad
vantage over the Northern Kingdom because the city of
Jerusalem was located there, and God had stated clearly
that sacrifices were to be offered there and there only. The
command had been given in the days of Moses:
"But unto the place which the Lord your God shall
choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even
unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt
come:
"And thither shall ye bring your burnt offerings and
your sacrifices, and your tithes, and heave offerings of
your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings,
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and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks:
"And there shall ye eat before the Lord your God,
and ye shall rejoice in all that ye put your hand unto, ye
and your households, wherein the Lord thy God hath
blessed thee." (Deut. 12:5-7).
Jerusalem was the place where God had placed His
name (cf. John 4:20-22). The only place at which the
passover could be observed was Jerusalem, as Deuteronomy
16:2, 5, 6 plainly states:
"Thou shalt therefore sacrifice the passover unto the
Lord thy God, of the flock and the herd, in the place
which the Lord shall choose to place his name there.
"Thou mayest not sacrifice the passover within any of
thy gates, which the Lord thy God giveth thee:
"But at the place which the Lord thy God shall choose
to place his name in, there thou shalt sacrifice the pass
over at even, at the going down of the sun, at the season
that thou earnest forth out of Egypt."
In order that no question could ever arise as to the
place's being Jerusalem, Isaiah 18:7 makes it clear:
"The place of the name of the Lord of hosts, the
mount Zion."
Under these conditions we can understand the feel
ings of the people in the Northern Kingdom at the time
of the approach of the feast days. The kings of the
North attempted to establish places of worship within
their own borders but these would not satisfy the hearts
of the men and women of the Northern Kingdom who
had studied the book of the law and desired to obey its
commands. Jerusalem was the only place where worship
could be given acceptably; consequently, there were thou
sands among the northern tribes who crossed the border,
journeyed to Jerusalem, and dwelt thereafter in Judah.
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Thus all of the twelve tribes were located in the Southern
Kingdom, leaving only apostates in the Northern Kingdom. Note how God later addresses the twelve tribes in
the South:
"Speak unto Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of
Judah, and to all Israel in Judah and Benjamin" (2
Chron. 11:3).
Please note the order in which the people came from
the Northern Kingdom into the South. First we have the
Levites, the tribe of Levi.
In Second Chronicles 11:14, 16-17 we read:
"For the Levites left their suburbs and their posses
sion, and came to Judah and Jerusalem: for Jeroboam and
his sons had cast them off from executing the priest's
office unto the Lord:
"And he ordained him priests for the high places, and
for the devils, and for the calves which he had made.
"And after them out of all the tribes of Israel such
as set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel came to
Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers.
"So they strengthened the kingdom of Judah, and
made Rehoboam the son of Solomon strong, three years:
for three years they walked in the way of David and Solo
mon."
Later, during the reign of Asa, another great com
pany came from the North. We find this recorded in
Second Chronicles 15:9:
"And he gathered all Judah and Benjamin, and the
strangers with them out of Ephraim and Manasseh, and
out of Simeon: for they fell to him out of Israel in abund
ance, when they saw that the Lord his God was with him."
From these verses, the evidence is plain to every per
son except the incurably gullible that the "lost" ten tribes
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are not lost at all, and that the contention of the Anglo
Israelites that the people of the Kingdom of the North re
mained separate from the Kingdom of the South is with
out Scriptural support.
In Ezra 1:5 we find the account that when Ezra pre
pared to restore Palestine, members of other tribes, aside
from Judah and Benjamin, returned to rebuild the house
of the Lord in Jerusalem.
"Then rose up the chief of the fathers of Judah and
Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, with all them
whose spirit God had raised, to go up to build the house
of the Lord which is in Jerusalem."
Together with Judah and Benjamin, there were Le
vites and "all them whose spirit God had raised." This
included men of the ten tribes who had emigrated from
the North.
Let us now turn to the New Testament and see how
clear the statements are that the twelve tribes were in the
Land of Palestine during the life of the Lord, and let
us see how this fact completely annihilates the position of
the Anglo-Israelites which is based upon the supposition
that only Jews, people of the tribe of Judah, were in the
land at that time.
Read Luke 2:36:
"And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and
had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity."
Note: Anna was a prophetess, daughter of Phanuel,
who was of the tribe of Asher. How does it happen that a
member of the tribe of Asher was in Palestine when ac
cording to Anglo-Israelism, she should have been in Great
Britain?
Turn to Matthew 15:24 for further proof:
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"But he answered and said, I am not sent but unto
the lost sheep of the house of Israel."
The house of Israel was not lost physically but spirit
ually, and when He came to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel, He found them in Palestine and not in Britain. In
Matthew 10:5-6 we find the twelve disciples commissioned
by the Lord. What were their marching orders? Listen:
"These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them,
saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any
city of the Samaritans enter not:
"But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel."
They were not sent to the lost sheep of the house of
Judah only, but to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
Where did they find the lost sheep of the house of Israel?
In Britain? In Denmark? In the Dardanelles? In Ireland?
Surely not! They were in Palestine, and to the twelve
tribes the twelve disciples ministered. Numbers in the
Bible have a significance, and the disciples were twelve in
number, representing the twelve tribes of Israel. The fact
that the twelve disciples were sent by the Lord to the
house of Israel seems evidence that the twelve tribes were
in the land of Palestine at the time.
Let us read Peter's message at Pentecost, observing
how the theories of Anglo-Israelism are thereby eliminated:
"But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up
his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judea, and all ye
that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and
hearken to my words:
"Ye men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and
wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst
of you, as ye yourselves also know:
"Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
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foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands
have crucified and slain:
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly,
that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have cruci
fied, both Lord and Christ" (Acts 2:14, 22, 23, 36).
In these verses Peter calls those who were listening to
him "Jews" and "Men of Israel" and "all the house of Is
rael." How can Anglo-Israelites declare then that only
those of the tribe of Judah were responsible for the death
of Christ, in the light of the statement recorded in Acts
2:36? Read the verse carefully.
" . . . Let all the house of Israel ... Jesus, whom ye
have crucified" are very significant statements.
Then too Stephen's message before the Sanhedrin re
corded in Acts 7 also undermines the Anglo-Israelite
theory. In his address, Stephen traces the history of Israel
from its earliest times down to his day, and closes with
these words in verses 51 and 52:
"Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears,
ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did,
so do ye.
"Which of the prophets have not your fathers per
secuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of
the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now
the betrayers and murderers."
These charges were made against the whole house of
Israel and not against Judah only.
To say that Israel did not crucify the Son of God
after reading these verses is to be either grossly ignorant
of the Word of God, or to deceitfully handle and wrest
the Scriptures.
What could be more clear than these words from
Acts 4:26-28:
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"The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were
gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ,
"For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom
thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with
the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered to
gether,
"For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel de
termined before to be done."
For additional proof that the twelve tribes were known
then and were in Palestine, read a portion of Paul's de
fense before Agrippa in Acts 26:4-7:
"My manner of life from my youth which was at the
first among mine own nation at Jerusalem, know all the
Jews;
"Which knew me from the beginning, if they would
testify, that after the most straitest sect of our religion I
lived a Pharisee.
"And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the
promise made of God unto our fathers:
"Unto which promise our twelve tribes, instantly serv
ing God day and night hope to come. For which hope's
sake, king Agrippa, I am accused of the Jews."
The service mentioned in verse 7 was rendered in the
temple, and consequently all of the twelve tribes were
represented there. The identity of the twelve tribes is also
set before us in the introduction to the Epistle of James,
chapter 1, verse 1:
"James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting."
These Biblical references have been called to your at
tention in order to show conclusively that there are no lost
tribes. The Jews today are Israel, temporarily set aside,
but they are to be the recipients of God's grace in the
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day of the revelation of Christ.
Again I quote from David Baron, the noted Jewish
authority: "The name Jew and Israelite became synony
mous terms from about the time of the captivity. It is one
of the absurd fallacies of Anglo-Israelism to suppose that
the term Jew stands for a bodily descendant of Judah. It
stands for all of those from among the sons of Jacob who
acknowledge themselves subjects in the Kingdom of Israel.
Anglo-Israelism teaches that the members of the ten tribes
are never called 'Jews' and that Jews are not Israelites;
but both assertions are false. In the New Testament the
same people that are called Jews one hundred seventy-four
times are also called Israel no fewer than seventy-five
times." Compare such statements as given in Acts 21:39;
22:3; Rom. 11:1; I Cor. 1:22; Phil. 3:5; Rom. 9:4, 5.
To continue from Mr. Baron:
"Anglo-Israelism first loses the ten tribes, ... then it
identifies this 'lost' Israel with the British race. But there
is as little historical reason for the supposition that the ten
tribes are lost in the sense in which Anglo-Israelism uses
the term as there is Scriptural basis for a separate destiny
for 'Israel' apart from 'Judah.' The truth is that the di
vision between the two kingdoms was to last for a limited
time; God was to afflict the seed of David in this way but
not forever (I Kings 11:39). A separate kingdom, com
prising ten of the twelve tribes, was set up under Jeroboam
in 975 B.C. and its whole history is one long, dark tale of
usurpation, anarchy, and apostasy, unrelieved by the na
tional revivals that light up the annals of the Judean king
dom. The kingdom of the ten tribes was overthrown in
721 B.C. when its capital, Samaria, was destroyed, and the
bulk of the people carried captives by the Assyrians settled
in Halah and Habor, and by the river Gozan, in the cities
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of the Medes (2 K. 17:6) . . . A century after the fall of
Samaria we find in the reign of Josiah some of the Man
asseh and Ephraim and a remnant of all Israel, ... Jerusalem was finally taken in 588 B.C. by Nebuchadnezzar,
133 years after the capture of Samaria. The exact location
of the exiles of the Southern kingdom are not known, ex
cept that they went to 'Babylon,' which stands for the
whole country in which the territories of the Assyrian Em
pire and the colonies of the exiles from the Northern
Kingdom were included. . . . Thus Ezekiel was found by
the river Chebar in the district of Gozan, one of the very
parts where the ten tribes were placed. With the captivity
the rivalry was ended between 'Judah' and 'Israel' and the
members of the tribes who looked forward to a national
future were conscious only of one common destiny, bound
up with the promises to the house of David, and with Zion
or Jerusalem as its center in accordance with the prophe
cies of Joel, Amos, and Hosea. The feelings of the tribes
for each other are expressed in the prophecies of Jeremiah,
Daniel, and most strikingly in Ezekiel 37:15-28."
We have shown previously that all of the Jews were
present in the land of Palestine when our Lord was upon
earth, and that the tribes are referred to in New Testament
writings, without making distinction between them. So
all the Anglo-Israel fable breaks down in the blazing light
of the Word of God, from their claims about the British,
throne being the throne of David to the "two sticks" theory
which they base upon the Ezekiel passage referred to
above, but which actually disproves, rather than supports,
their ideas.
In his fine book, "The Delusion of British-Israelism,"
Mr. Anton Darms says of the Anglo-Israel claim that
Jeremiah and the daughter of Zedekiah laid the founda-
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tion for the British throne. This volume should be read
in full. I quote a few lines from pages 102-104: "The
proof (that is, that there was no relation between Jeremiah
and the daughter of Zedekiah) is very simple, but all the
more convincing. . . . In Jer. 1:1, 2, in order that the
readers of his own generation, as well as of future gen
erations might be informed as to himself, and not confuse
him with other Jeremiahs of his own times, he writes:
'The words of Jeremiah, the son of Hilkiah, of the priests
that were in Anathoth, in the land of Benjamin: to
whom the word of the Lord came in the days of Josiah,
the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year
of his reign.' He declares that his father Hilkiah was
not the Hilkiah who was high priest of Jerusalem in
Josiah's time, but that he was 'Hilkiah of the priests that
were in Anathoth.' He makes it known that he is the
Jeremiah of Anathoth near Jerlusalem, and of no other
place. . . . Note what he says of the Jeremiah who was
the father of Hamutal, the wife of Josiah, and the mother
of Zedekiah. Just at the very place where one would ex
pect Jeremiah the prophet to say something of his rela
tionship with Zedekiah's daughters in their perplexing
condition of exile in Egypt, in the last chapter of his
book, Jeremiah is very careful and exact in his language,
so that no one could possibly think that any relationship
existed between himself, the prophet sent of God, and
Hamutal who was the grandmother of the ungodly daugh
ters of Zedekiah... . Jeremiah the prophet distinctly de
clared that this Jeremiah was not himself, but that he
was the 'Jeremiah of Libnah' (Jer. 52:1)."
Of the 35,000 promises in the Word of God, 30,000
refer to Israel and all of these the Anglo-Israelites have
appropriated to themselves, thus robbing the true Jews
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of their inheritance and also robbing the British nation
(and the Americans too) of their rightful place in proph
ecy. We will not receive the heritage that belongs to
God's chosen people, Israel, Judah, the Jews-whichever
title you use; they are interchangeable in the Scriptures,
but certainly if we continue to treat the Jews kindly as
the "people of the wandering feet" in our midst, we shall
-both Britain and the United States be included among
the "sheep nations" of Matthew 25 to whom "the King
shall say . . . Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world: For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger and
ye took me in" (vv. 34-35). Our heritage will be an
honored place in Christ's Millennial Kingdom, but not
Israel's.
I have just read in an Anglo-Israelite publication this
statement: "Acknowledgment of Israel's identity, of our
sublime privileges and obligations (as British-Israelites)
of the eternal commission given us of the Father and His
Son, is our only hope."
Their only hope is salvation through the Lord Jesus,
Christ-personal salvation, not national. D. M. Panton
rightly stated that British-Israelism is an unconscious be
trayal of the Gospel.
Brethren, we are certainly in the last days. Cults
and sects which boldly attack the fundamental doctrines
of the Christian faith are flourishing on every hand, lead
ing multitudes away from God. Together with these,
there are vagaries being projected in order to destroy
the testimony of those among God's people who are un
taught in the sacred Scriptures. I call upon you to ex
ercise care about accepting any system of teaching until
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it has been placed under the lens of Holy Writ. Chris
tian Science cannot stand when it is submitted to such
a test; neither can Anglo-Israelism. This is true of dozens!
of other religious systems that are today taking hold upon
the hearts and minds of men.
In the Revelation magazine some years ago appeared
the following with which I am in agreement and with
which I wish to close:
"We must see the terrible danger in Anglo-Israelism,
not only in its substitution of a counterfeit Messiah, not
only in its denial of God's purposes for Israel, not only
in its questioning of the promises of God and the substi
tution of a worldly British empire for the kingdom of God
on earth, but also because the whole system substitutes
confidence in the flesh for faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Anglo-Israelism is 'another gospel' (2 Cor. 11:4).
St.
Paul knew that he belonged to the children of Israel.
He was of that stock, of the tribes, a Hebrew of the
Hebrews (Phil. 3:3-8). Confidence in his family tree,
confidence in his association with Israel by his ancestry,
he counted as dung that he might win Christ. Anglo
Israelites go to this dung-heap, pick up its morsels and
make it their only gospel. The fact that Paul belonged
to the tribes and was able to trace his ancestry back to
Adam counted him nothing. Any confidence in the flesh,
any claim to racial superiority is only a detriment to the
individual if he trusts in it instead of trusting in Christ.
In the same chapter Paul tells us that those who mind
earthly things, and certainly this is a description of Anglo
Israelism, are 'enemies of the cross of Christ.' (Phil. 3:18)"
May God deliver you from this false teaching, my
friends, and enable you to help others to see its errors in
the light of His holy Word.
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